The kingdom of heaven is at hand
WEDNESDAY JULY 8 (Mt 10,1-7)

In the first mission entrusted by Jesus to his Apostles, they must announce that the kingdom of heaven is near. God has fulfilled his promises. In the second mission, which is the one delivered after his glorious resurrection, they have not only to say that the kingdom of heaven is near. This is not enough; it is not sufficient. They will have to build, to raise the kingdom on our earth. It is a construction that will last until the day of Parousia: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned. These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, they will speak new languages. They will pick up serpents [with their hands], and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God. But they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs.” (Mk 16,15-20). “Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” (Mt 28,18-20). “And that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And [behold] I am sending the promise of my Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Lk 24,47-49).

“[Jesus] said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” (Jn 20,21-23). A mission without building the kingdom with the addition of new children to the Church and to God and new members to the body of Christ is vain, useless, harmful. It is not the mission according to the will of the Father, the heart of Christ, the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. A Church without a true mission is condemned to disappear from the face of the earth. The mission is accomplished on two fronts: one internal and the other external. On the internal front, work is being done on the sanctification of the body of Christ. On the external front we must work to insert in Christ those who convert to the Word and allow themselves to be baptized thus to be born of water and the Holy Spirit. A Church that does not live its mission internally will never be able to live the mission forever. True mission is always the fruit of holiness. Today not only are we no longer living the mission, not only are we ashamed of Christ Jesus, we have come to declare both sanctification and mission useless. If we are all already saved, because God welcomes us all to Heaven, what is the purpose of the evangelizing mission? What is the use of building the kingdom of God in Christ if it can be built in a thousand other ways and in infinite other ways? Thus the Christian reached the top, the pinnacle of his foolishness and ignorance. He declared himself to be useless. 

At that time, Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits to drive them out and to cure every disease and every illness. The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon called Peter, and his brother Andrew; James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus; Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot who betrayed him. The Commissioning of the Twelve. Jesus sent out these twelve after instructing them thus, “Do not go into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan town. Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, make this proclamation: ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”
The renunciation of the Christian to build the kingdom of God on earth is the cause of the great spiritual, truthful, moral, and social disasters we are witnessing. We see that the house of the world is collapsing under the weight of its universal immorality, and we do nothing to go back to building the kingdom of God. It is in Christ that everything is built, and everything is renewed. Without Christ there is no life, because there is no light. It is the eternal truth of the human being.
Mother of God, Angels and Saint make that every disciple of Jesus builds His kingdom.
